Bahraini National Youth Strategy launched
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By Meena Menezes

THE President Genera
Organisation of Youth and
Sports  (GOYS), Shaikh
Fawaz bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa, yesterday launched
the Bahraini National Youth
Strategy.

“It isahistoric day for the
Kingdom as it highlights the
country’s keenness on offer-
ing better services for youth
as they play an important

role in the Kingdom’'s
reforms,” Shaikh Fawaz
said.

He called on the govern-
ment, private and social
organisations to make the
strategy a success.

Over 120  people,
including the Minister of
Health, Dr Nada Haffadh,
the Minister of Social
Affairs, Dr Fatima Al
Balushi, and the Managing
Director of the entrepre-
neurship programme
INJAZ, Shaikha Hessa bint
Khalifa Al Khalifa, were
present. A number of stu-
dents who helped the
youth advisory committee
also attended.

Shaikh Fawaz greeted by Al Dossary. Right: Ministers and officials at the launch yesterday.

Shaikh Fawaz said the
strategy was a partnership
between the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) and GOY Sto build
up a better development
vision for youth to meet
their expectations.

He said youth comprised
the majority of the popula-
tion and Bahrain is one of
the leading countries that
started such a strategy. He
hoped that it would further
involve youth in the coun-
try’s devel opment.

“The drategy is the first

pro-youth integrated and
inter-thematic policy in the
Arab World.

“It has identified and
developed the key themes —
such as culture, education
and training, employment,
human and civil rights,
recreation and sport, envi-
ronment and health lifestyles
— that impact the develop-
ment of Bahraini young men
and women, the Focal Point
of the project, Ama Al
Dossary, said.

The strategy is also a tool
to benchmark and evauate

the relevance and effective-
ness of youth development
programmes.

“The strategy aims to pro-
vide opportunities and envi-
ronment for young women
and men to achieve their full
potential by valuing and
respecting their contribu-
tions and creativity as
responsible citizens and give
them equal access to socidl,
cultural, educational and
employment opportunities,”
she said.

She said the strategy was
awarded thefirst prize by the

International Council for
National Youth Policy based
in Vienna, for the process of
the formation, in June 2004.

“Bahrain has been invited
by a Swedish organisation to
take part in a youth policy
programme in Alexandria,
Egypt in September. We are
being recognised as leaders
in youth strategies and were
invited to an international
conference in Beirut last
December to share our
views.

“The UNDPin Abu Dhabi
planned a workshop on

Pictures — Ali Salman

national youth policies for
the GCC but we have been
asked by the UNDP head-
guartersin New York to host
the event in Bahrain at the

end of May.”
“At this launch, | have
been approached by the head

of the Public Commission
for the Protection of Marine
Resources, Environment and
Wildlife, Shaikh Abdullah
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, and
Dr Mariam Al Mulla, a
hedth consultant, to work
with them in implementing
certain projects,” she said.




BAMNRAIN

strategy

IS launched...

.By DALAL AL ALAWI

| A NATIONAL Youth

i Strategy aimed at improv-
ing the future of Bahrain’s

1 young people was
launched yesterday at the

1 Gulf Hotel.

¢ It was launched at a cere-

t mony held under the patron-
age of Crown Prince and
BDF Commander-in-Chief
Shaikh Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa.

The document was Offi-
cially handed over to
General gme
Organisation
for Youth and E
Sports (Goys)
president §
Shaikh Fawaz
b i n i
Mohammed
Al Khalifa.

Present
were Health
Minister Dr
Nada Haffadh,
Social Affairs !
Minister Dr
Fatima Al ¢

## Balooshi, B Shaikh Fawaz "recelvn;g

i InJaz Bahrain
4 chief execu-
tive Shaikha Hessa bint
Khalifa Al Khalifa and other
invited officials.

The strategy is a joint pro-
ject between the govern-
ment, represented by Goys
and the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP).

It focuses on ways to
improve the quality of edu-
cation and training of young
people and to combat unem-
ployment.

The strategy was drawn
up by people from various
youth organisations, along-

| side experts, who have spent
a year working together on
it. .

Shaikh Fawaz said this
project demonstrated
Bahrain’s commitment in
caring for its young people,
who are an important pillar
in the society.

director Amal Al Dossary

B Shaikh Fawaz addressing
the gathering
“This strategy is the fruit of
a successful partnership
between Goys and the
UNDP,” he pointed out.
Shaikh Fawaz pointed out
that Bahrain was among the

the document from strategy cles,

;ﬁfirst Arab coun-
tries to start
such a compre-
81 hensive nation-
| al strategy.
i “We are
i proud of our
| youth, who
played a big
part in the for-
mulation of the
! strategy’s arti-
which
guarantees and
consolidates
their role as effective elements
in building the counury,” he
said.

Shaikh Fawaz said he
hoped the private and public
sectors would pick up the
strategy’s message and study
and benefit from its articles,
paving the way for its imple-
mentation.

UNDP developmental pro-
gramme analyst Ali Salman
said Bahrain’s concern in car-
ing for its youth was
admirable.

“This project is a pioneer-
ing example of the kind of
partnerships we seek in our
development programmes,”
he- said.

“It has received high
acclaim not only on the local
level but also in the Arab and
international levels.”

Mr Salman said the next
step would be implementing

the recommendations of this
strategy.

A video presentation on the
creation of the strategy, from
start to finish, was also shown
at the event.

W From left, Dr
Haffadh, Dr Al

Shaikha Hessa
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