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By ABDULRAHMAN FAKHRI

BAHRAIN is already’
achieving many of the
humanitarian goals set by
the United Nations for the
new millennium."" -

Its investments in healt 3
education and human devel-
opment are paying divi-
dends, says a key UN offi-
cial.

The praise came as a UN-
sponsored strategy proposed
by a team of 265 leading
development experts was
Jaunched yesterday.

The 74-page  report
Investing in Development: A
Practical Plan to Achieve

the Millennium
Development Goals was
presented to the UN
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan in New York.

It advocates  global

reforms for further invest-
ments in health, education,
rural development, road
building, slum upgrading
and scientific  rescarch
among others.

The injtiative was the
result of the UN Millennium
Summit held in September
2000 in New York, where
world leaders adopted the
Miliennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

It sct targets for reducing
poverty, hunger, discase,
illiteracy,  environmental
degradation and discrimina-
tion against women by 2015.

“We hope that govern-
mental and non-governmen-
tal organisations will seri-
ously consider the report
which details the strategy
for the MDGs,” said UN res-
ident  co-ordinator  in
Bahrain and UN
Development  Programme
representative Dr Khaled
Alloush.

He was spcaking at a
Press conference held at the

- ed.out of poverty, 250m would: no longer

be-facing the threat of hunger and - 30m

~children” could besaved, if rich'coun

tries double’ developmcnt aid over:the

xt 10 yea

Trade rules need ‘to be change and,
“infrastructure - developed i
1

countries, :to allow
says the report.

It also calls for fi nancmg of

UN House in Manama to mark
the launch of the report.

It lists 10 goals that can be
achieved by 2015, covering the
eradication of extreme poverty
and hunger, achieving univer-
sal primary education and pro-
moting gender equality and
empower women.

The report also lists among
its goais reducing child mortal-
ity, improving maternal health,
combating HIV/Aids, malaria
and other diseases and ensur-
ing environmental sustainabili-

“Bahrain has already taken

the initiative in 2003 to con-

duct a report on its develop-
ment goals for the millenni-
um,” said Dr Alloush.

“The report, which has been *

presented to the relevant gov-
ernmental and non-govern-
mental organisations, specifies
Bahrain’s position in achicving
these goals.”

He said that the report was
carried out by the UNDP in co-
operation with the foreign,
social affairs and national
economy and finance min-
istries.

It says Bahrain government

has made significant progress

“education nnd

Around the world, a tolal of 114

WOan are

Everyday, HIV/Aids kills: 6 000 peo-

ple and another 8,200 people are infect-
-ed with the deadly virus,:

2o ards achxevmg the:” goals
and is on with all of them.

Bahrain does not suffer from
extreme poverty (people living
on less than $1 per day), says
the report.

The country has 100 per cent
cnrolment in primary school
and is on track to meet the
2015 target of reducing child

" and maternal mortality.

However, certain goals nced

to be monitored in order to
ensure ample compliance. such
as eliminating or alleviating'
gender inequalities in the
workforce. .
The 2003 report stressed
that even though Bahrain had
a - low prevalonce uf

HIV/Aids cases, adequate

attention was required- from -

the authorities concerned. to

left D Fakhro, Dr Alloush and Bahram Centre for Stud:es and Research Secrelary-

General Dr Hassan Al Basktagi

prevent it from becoming a
major concern.

“There are many strategics
in the report that could further
assist governmental and non-
governmental organisations in

reaching their targets for~
development,” . said Dr
Alloush.

Former health and education

minister Dr Ali Fakhro was
guest speaker at the launch.
- He said that even though
GCC states were relatively rich
countries, they stood to benefit
a great deal trom the global
report.

“There are still other issues
related to equality and human
1ights, paiticulatly in the polic-
ical field,” said Dr Fakhro.

“There -are still some coun-
tries that have- high illiteracy

" basic sanitation and more than one bil-
. Jion people still se. unsnl‘e sources: of

rates, lack of suitable housing
for all citizens and the spread
of various discases such as
blood pressure, diabetics and
cancer.

He said that GCC states were
also part of the Arab region and
must co-ordinate efforts to fur-
ther upgrade the standards of
living in the region.

“Poverty, spread of discases
and child mortality rates are
still high in some countries in
the region, such as Sudan and
Mauritania-as well as parts of
Egypt, Syria and Irag,” he
said.

Dr Fakhro proposed the set-
ting up of a regional network
by governental and nui-guv-
crnmental organisations to fol-
low up the implementation of
the report’s strategies.
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United Nations launches project toﬁght poverty

By Titus Filio

A 'BLUEPRINT for. a

renewed global fight against
poverty was unveiled yester-
da;

Y.
The
House, in coopération ‘with
UN offices around the world
announced the ‘Millennium
Project,” an action plan m
p to the eight-poi

“Millennium Developmentv

+ Goals’ set five years ago.
The UN. Development
Programme resident repre-
sentative, Dr  Khalid
Alloush, was joined by rep-
resentatives from govern-
ment and non-governmental
agencies at the Jaunch of the
UN-mandated Millennium
Project. “This outlines our
development targets for the
millennium, and they’re
achievable if only all conn-

i United ~ Nations '

Dr Alioush apeaks at the Iaunch of the prcuect yeaterday

tries, especially donor coun-
tries, * pool efforts and
resources to help those in

"peed,” he said.
The development: goalsv

have been outlined in the
eight-point
Development Goals. The
goals for worldwide and
national action deal with

Millennjum °

reducing poverty, ﬁghtmg
‘disease and hunger, promot-
ing education to 'all,; access

to food and safe water and.
. promoting‘gender;equality.

“The launch’ of the ‘global
Teport comes as we prepare
countries for an important
international - meeting in
Septemher where the action

: Amongst

plan in every country and
every continent will be

reviewed,” Dr Alloush said:
- development
goals, he 'said ‘Bahrain as’
well as most other Gulf.

countries have accomplished
notable achievements. -

He said Bahrain has
shown achievements in

rcducmg nnd pracucnlly

> Millennium
Development  Goals, he
said, are set within a
timetable that the {JN hopes

" to'be.completed by 2015.

"Th 'llenmum Project
will" deliver. an, action plan

for the world to adopt. This

year is seen by the UN as
the . “breakthrough year”
whefe .more. concrete and

strateglc actions are taken to -

- the United, Natlons in. the
"Millennium ~ Project esti- °

mates that there are:
@ more than one billion
people in the world living

on lese than a dollar a day
@ 11 million children dying
each year, most under the
age of five, more than 6 mil-
lion from completely pre-
‘ventable ‘causes like malar-
; diarrhoéd and pneumonia
@ 114 million youngsters
not attending < primary
school while 584 million
women are illiterate

@ more than 840 million
people living with chronic
hunger

@ more than one billion peo-
ple still not having access to
safe water and over two'bil-
lion lacking access to basic

sanitation. The Millennium !

Project’hopes to increase co-

.. operation between rich and

poor countries. It urged the

developing and: rich coun-
tries to make the Millennium
Development Goals their top
priority.
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