
 
Women to hone political skills  
By ABDULRAHMAN FAKHRI 

A TRAINING programme will start soon for prospective female candidates in 
next year's municipal and parliamentary elections. It is being launched by the 
Supreme Council for Women to give female candidates a better chance 

The programme will provide the candidates with all the information and skills 
that will improve their chances of getting elected, council Secretary-General 
Lulwa Al Awadhi told reporters yesterday. 

It will be funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
which will also provide the expertise. 

Ms Al Awadhi was speaking following a ceremony marking the signing of a 
co-operation agreement between the council and the UNDP, at UN House in 
Manama. 

It was co-signed by Ms Al Awadhi and UN resident co-ordinator and UN 
Development Programme resident representative Dr Khaled Alloush. 

"The agreement is part of the council's plan to upgrade the political 
participation of women in the country and work will start soon in view of the 
nearing date of the elections," said Ms Al Awadhi. 

"We hope that the financial and technical support from  the UNDP will be 
instrumental in further upgrading the role of women in the decision making 
process." 

She said that a joint committee would be established, comprising 
representatives from the council and UNDP experts, to outline the priorities.

"The UNDP experts will assist us in coming up with a plan and then finance 
its implementation," said Ms Al Awadhi. 

She said that registration in the training programme would be open to all 
women candidates who pass an initial screening process to meet its 
requirements. 

Details of the training programme will be announced once they are approved 
by the joint committee. 

Dr Alloush said that the UNDP had previously organised a number of 



programmes for the council. "This, however, is an official agreement to 
provide the council with all the necessary support to reach its objectives by 
upgrading the political status of women." 

He expressed his thanks to Her Highness Shaikha Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al 
Khalifa, wife of His Majesty King Hamad and the council's chairwoman, for 
her keen interest in the activities offered by the UNDP.  
 



 
MoU to start woman empowerment activities 

Hundreds of Bahraini women are poised to benefit from a far-reaching leadership 
and empowerment programme initiated by the Supreme Council for Women as 
part of its efforts to prepare them for the 2006 municipal and parliamentary 
elections. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed yesterday between 
the Council’s Secretary-General, Lulwa Al Awadhi, and Dr Khalid Alloush, the 
Resident Representative of the UN Development Fund. The agreement, involving 
other agencies such as UNIFEM and NGOs, will begin its empowerment 
programme next month. A series of workshops, seminars, educational 
programme support and fellowships will continue for 15 months, Dr Alloush said. 
“The Council has put together a concrete action plan for the empowerment of 
Bahraini women, not just for the political arena but also for leadership roles in 
other areas such the judiciary, law-making, the public and private sectors and 
economic, social, educational and political arenas. The MoU acknowledges the 
facilitator role that the UNDP will play in the programme.” The UNDP will allocate 
seed fund to get the programme rolling, after which the leadership, the Council 
and the government are expected to support. Women in the Arab world are 
generally hobbled by the deeply conservative point of view that holds sway in the 
region and, in most countries, by the lack of supportive legislature that will 
enable them to make headway. “In Bahrain, this is not the case and through the 
programme of empowerment, the Council and the UNDP want to build on the 
foundation of rights that Bahraini women have. The Kingdom has recognised the 
potential of its women and the Council is keen to dismantle the barriers and 
prepare women to benefit from the new opportunities being offered to them.” To 
begin with, the programme will focus on educating potential candidates for the 
municipal and parliamentary elections. “The programme will help women 
understand what is in store for them as candidates and possible public officials – 
from discussing how to run for election, how to assess responsibilities involved in 
the post and preparing a realistic manifesto to looking at how to deliver the 
message through the proper use of language, media and target audiences and 
making them aware of how to handle possible misinterpretation of their stance, 
illegal campaigning by rivals and how to challenge such tactics, the programme 
will cover much ground,” Dr Alloush said. Bahraini women will be offered a 
fellowship to study abroad and efforts are under way to rejuvenate the Microstart 
programme that offers small loans to self-employed women. 

 






