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Bahrain backs UN reforms
| T N By SOMAN BABY

BAHRAIN is backing a restructuring of
the United Nations (UN) system so that
each member gets a seat on the
Security Council.However, it says any
decisions must be made by reaching an
international consensus.This is seen as vital in preserving the unity at the
global body, according to Foreign Ministry Assistant Under-Secretary for
Political Affairs and International Co-operation Ahmed Mahdi Al Haddad.

He was speaking at a meeting called by the UN office in Bahrain to discuss
a proposal by Secretary General Kofi Annan to strengthen the UN.

Ambassadors and senior diplomats representing various countries in
Bahrain, as well as top government officials and heads of Non-
Governmental Organisations, attended the meeting at the Diplomat
Radisson SAS Hotel.

In September 2005, world leaders will come together at a summit in New
York to review progress since the Millennium Declaration, which was
adopted by all member states in 2000.

"Events since the Millennium Declaration demand that consensus be
revitalised on key challenges and priorities and converted into collective
action," said UN resident co-ordinator and UN Development Programme
(UNDP) resident representative Dr Khaled Alloush.

Two models are being proposed for strengthening the UN through Security
Council reform.

Model A provides for six new permanent seats, with no veto being
created, and three new two-year-term non-permanent seats divided
among the major regions.

Model B provides for no new permanent seats, but creates a new category
of eight four-year renewable seats and a new two-year non-permanent
(and non-renewable) seat, divided among the major regional areas.

Mr Al Haddad said Bahrain strongly favoured the expansion of the Security
Council with more members representing major regional areas.

"If you go to vote the big powers will block, leading to a split in the
organisation,” he added.

"Arab countries and the Organisation of Islamic Conference have called for



the representation of one member each on the Security Council and we
strongly endorse these views.

"However, whatever reforms we all propose should be implemented
through a process of consensus in the best interest of world peace."

Foreign Ministry director of international organisations Mohammed Saleh
said Bahrain supported the UN Secretary General's proposal to replace the
Commission on Human Rights with a smaller standing Human Rights
Council.

"However, we have reservations on the mechanisms of election of
members to the council,” he added.

"We do not want the council to be dominated by certain countries."

The Secretary General has said the Human Rights Commission suffered
from declining credibility and professionalism and is in need of major
reform.

He said the new council's members should be elected directly by the
General Assembly, by a two-thirds majority of members present and
voting.

"Bahrain also supports the Secretary General's proposal to create an inter-
governmental Peacebuilding Commission, as well as a Peacebuilding
Support Office within the UN Secretariat,"” said Mr Saleh.

"The proposal is aimed at helping the UN system meet the challenge of
helping countries successfully complete the transition from war to peace."

The Secretary General's report - In Larger Freedom: Towards
Development, Security and Human Rights for All - proposes a
comprehensive agenda to be taken up, and acted upon, at the summit,
said Dr Alloush.

The report is divided into four main sections that cover policy decisions
and reforms in the area of: freedom from want - development; freedom
from fear - security; freedom to live in dignity - human rights; and
strengthening the UN to pursue these goals.

Dr Alloush said the Secretary General, in his report, wanted the Council to
be broadly representative of the realities of power in today's world.

"The report proposes a number of changes in both the UN executive
branch - the Secretariat and the wider UN system - and in the UN's inter-
governmental organs."

Dr Alloush said the meeting was held in Bahrain as part of a global
campaign to encourage member states to take a decision on this
important issue before the summit in September.



‘Kingdom favours UN expansion, reforms programmes’

THE wide-ranging reforms of the
United Nations that have been pro-
posed by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan have met with a measured
response from Bahrain’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs which
announced yesterday that Bahrain
was in favour of expansion (of the
Security Council and the General
Assembly) and consensus in mov-
ing forward.

“Bahrain is for expansion and
consensus and we believe that
the reforms package is not
impossible to achieve although it
is certainly difficult. We under-
stand that if consensus is not pos-
sible, we shall have to take a
clear stance,” said Assistant
Undersecretary for Political
Affairs and International Co-
operation, Ahmed Mahdi Al
Haddad.

“We support a more active
Security Council and the expan-

sion of member states to reflect
the reality of the 21st century.”

Bahrain is also looking at sug-
gestions from the Arab world
that there should be one Arab
representative member in the
Security Council and also the
suggestion from OIC member
countries that there should be
provision for one Islamic mem-
ber, given that many internation-
al questions involve Islamic
nations and it is felt that their
inputs are key to resolving them,
Al-Haddad said.

Al-Haddad and the Ministry’s
Expert and Specialist in UN
Affairs Mohammed Saleh
Mohammed Saleh said that
Bahrain believed that non-per-
manent members of the Security
Council and the UN General
Assembly should have a greater
role to play in the world body’s
work towards global peace and

By Meera Ravi

human well-being and that the
Kingdom would call from greater
transparency in the UN’s work
and decision-making process.
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan’s blueprint for UN
Reforms places two key models
before member-countries: Model
A provides for six new perma-
nent seats, with no veto being
created and three new two-year-
term non-permanent seats, divid-
ed among the major regional
areas - under this model, the six
permanent and 13 non-perma-
nent seats would be divided as
two permanent seats each for
Africa and Asia-Pacific and one
permanent seat each for Europe
and the Americas and four non-
renewable two-year seats for
Africa, three for Asia Pacific,
two for Europe and four for the

Americas.

Model B provides for no new
permanent seats but creates a
new category of eight four-year
renewable-term seats and one
new two-year non-permanent
(and non-renewable) seat divided
among the major regional areas.

The proposal also calls for the
cancelling of the Human Rights
Commission and replacing it
with a smaller Human Rights
Council to be elected by two-
third of the General Assembly.

“Bahrain has no problem with
the basic idea but we are seeking
more clarification - the new
Human Rights Council should
not be dominated by certain
countries and we also have reser-
vations about the election
process and working of the
Council,” Mohammed Saleh
said.

He added that Bahrain fully

supports the establishment of a
peace-building committee within
the Secretariat to give more cred-
ibility to the UN’s peace-keeping
and refugee rehabilitation pro-
grammes.

The member countries will
gather in New York in September
this year to vote for the reforms.
The Resident Representative of
the UN in Bahrain, Dr. Khalid
Alloush said that every country
should consider the future role it
expects to play in world affairs
when taking its stance.

“The United Nations is one
place in the world where every
country regardless of size and
wealth is given one vote that will
make a difference in world
affairs,” he pointed out.

“It is an ideal forum for small
nations like Bahrain to make
themselves heard and make a dif-
ference,” he said.
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