UNDP signs heritage study agreement

By Meera Ravi

HUNDREDS of old build-
ings, traditional houses and
sites of architectural interest
in Bahrain will get a much-
needed reprieve once the
Ministry of Municipalities
and Agricultural  Affairs
implements the recommenda-
tions of a study that has been
put in motion with the help of
the UNDP.

An agreement was sighed
yesterday at the ministry
between the minister, Ali
Saleh Al Saleh, and the
UNDP Regional
Representative, Dr Khalid
Alloush, that sees the
UNDP allocate BD121,000
for a detailed study of her-
itage buildings in Manama
and Muharrag.

The buildings number
over 40, according to pre-

liminary investigation and
the study will look at ways
to restore and preserve them
so that the sites can serve as
an economic regenerator for
the neighbourhood.

“Expertswill earmark and
work on 40 or more sitesin
Manama and Muharragq to
start with and the study will
focus on capacity-building
that will develop skill-sets
among archaeologists and
architects in restoration,
mai ntenance and conversion
of the buildings into modern
economic centres that can
market handicrafts, become
“living museums” or restau-
rants,” Al Saleh said.

“The study will take 18
months and we expect to use
the findings generated by it
to put together comprehen-

Al Saleh and Dr Alloush sign the agreement at the ministry yesterday.
Picture - Abdullah Al Khal

sive legislation that will
help us protect our architec-
tural heritage with rules pre-
venting unauthorised demo-
lition or alteration.”

Dr Alloush said the recog-
nition of the importance of

heritage buildings asthe liv-
ing records of the
Kingdom’s past would help
rejuvenate areas that had
slumped economically.

“It has been seen in other
countries that restored her-

itage areas have attracted
tourists and generated new
economic currents and we
are confident that the same
will be the case in Bahrain.
We shall seek the help of
international bodies such as

Habitat in this task.”

The Undersecretary for
Municipalities Affairs, Dr
Juma a Al Kaabi, said the
move was in line with direc-
tives from the Crown
Prince, Shaikh Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, that the
Kingdom's past should be
preserved and used as a
springboard for  future
growth.

“The study will help us
develop a comprehensive
database on heritage sites
from the historical and
physical perspective. We
shall then work on “protec-
tive legislation” to preserve
the buildings and sites for
future generations. Maybe
the government will con-
tribute to a fund to restore
these homes or acquire
some of the more irreplace-
able homes.”




sDaily News

New deal to protect monuments signed

An agreement to protect of the monuments and important buildings was
signed yesterday between the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture
and the UN's Developmental Programme.

Municipalities and Agriculture Minister Ali Saleh Al Saleh and UNDP's
regional director Dr Khalid Alloush signed the agreement.

Under the agreement a BD121,000 study would be conducted to restore
Bahrain’'s heritage sites.

It also entails developing scientific and technical potential and improving
local capabilities of those who will be taking part in implementing the
study's proposals.

Manama and Muharraq are going to be taken as models for the study,
which will take up to 18 months to complete.

Archaeologists will be assigned to consider ways of maintaining buildings
and key areas.
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