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BAHRAIN sent its first
aid consignment worth
more than $900,000
(BD340,200) to Lebanon
yesterday as part of relief
efforts to help citizens
coming under Israeli
attack.

A total of 460 containers £
weighing around 16 tonnes,
mncluding food, medical
supplies, mattresses,
hygiene kits, electrical gen-
erators, were loaded onto a
Gulf Air plane at Bahrain
International Airport.

The airline provided its
biggest aircraft, an Airbus
A340, to transpert the aid
that left at 11.10am.

It was flown to
Damascuos, Syna, and will
be taken by lorry to the
Lebanese border, where
officials from the High Commission
of Lebanon will take charge.

From there the aid will be sent to
one of five strategically placed distri-
bution centres in Lebanon and Syria
50 it can be passed to those in need.
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Crescent Society (BRCS) are accom-
panying the aid to guarantee its safe
passage and make sure it is passed on
to the appropriate authorities,

It is expected to be in the hands of
the Lebanese people at around 7am
today.
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Around 40 tonnes of aid is expect-
ed to leave from Bahrain in the next
few weeks and Social Development
Minister Dr Fatima Al Balooshi told
the GDN that yesterday's consign-
ment would be the first of many from
Bahrain.

out aid

Hawaj, third from left, Unitad

S

5

"“We are planning to do it regularly
and we will look at having it weekly,”
said the minister, who chairs the
National Committee in aid of the
Lebanese People.

“We will have to see, this is the
first shipment and it is a leamning

Nations Development Progme (UNDP) resid
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However, he told the GDON
he was not worried because
they would only be going as far
as the port of Antelias.

“T hope it will reach soon
because [ feel they are in need
of more."”

Officials from Gulf Air are
also delighted to be involved in
relief efforts.

“Morally it is our obligation
to help the people of Lebanon
and this is the least Gulf Air can
do to play a part of that
process,” snid Gulf Air's head
of cargo Des Vertannes.

“We are also providing free
transport for the three members
of the Red Crescent Society,
who will be travelling to
Damascus (and Lebanon) to
ensure the safe distribution of

the aid.”

Bahraini food company Ali

Rashi Al Amin yesterday said it
had donated §6,000 (BD2,268)
to the Lebanon Fund.
Half of it was raised by
staff, while the remainder
came from the firm's own
charity fund.

People wishing to donate
money can pay directly into
five bank accounts that have

the Lebanese People.
The banks and account num-

bers are:

National Bank of Bahrain:

99559676;

gdlnhii Bank: 0016-683880-

Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait:

100000188298:

?grmil Bank: 501-2814048-

Bahrain  Islamic

Bank:
1-1084941-2-1.





